25X1 -5

COUNTRY
SuBJECT

.Rodope Mountaing

~ Approved For Release 2006/09/28 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500810340-1

ZECRET

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

INFORMATION REPORT

25X1

Bulgeris

deroolecerio Station in

25X1 -

25X1

DATE DISTR. X7 Apr 19%

25X1

NO. OF PAGES 2
NI OF TITLE 19, SECTIONS 793
ANS 704, 67 TME V.. CODE, A9 ANENDES. ITS TEANSWISHION O RLVC.
T REATION BF ITS CMMTENTE YO SR ACZCLIPY OV Am URAUTHORIIND PINSON 19

NO. OF ENCLS,

SUPP. TO

’ THIS 1S UNEYALUATED INFORMATION REPORT NO..

s,

25X1

' The éon.st::u.otion‘ work 1s supervised by Russian-Bulgarisn v, AW‘V. Hc :
‘18 ealled "ehief engineer" but is much a
delegate enjoying full power,

‘kollitiozes,

Bulgerists largest power projest is under sonstruetion in the Rhgdope
Mcuntains, nesr Batak Villege, . _ )

mor¢; in faet,he 1s the
Numerous smell brooks esfTy o large quantity of water to the Mivttes River
in spring and winter, Up to the present date all this wo“er has been wasted
ard in the dry season therc hag been.a.great water shortage in the whole .area,
As a first step, during the past years, & Jarge ucuie wsber reservoir
called “Vasilj Kolaroff Reservoir" has been bullt in the Rhodope Msuntaine,
This reservoir is by no means tha only one in Dulpgeria, for siuc Soviets. -
have planned the construetion of not less than 55 or 60 large scsle reservoirs
under the slectrificotion projeet ond nesrly all hove besen built, Construetion
of the Vasily Kolaroff Reservoir began in 1946 and was finished by 1951, Wster
oollested here has been used sinoce 1549 for the irrigation of the Plovdiv

A desp and narrow ravine wes utilized so that e high dike was
needed on ong side only, The reservoir is situsted 1,550 meters high and holds
65 miilion woter. /% present the water is used only for irrigation, The
dike and reservoir workers wope housed in the nearby forest in a ntelber of

log eabins. When t:» eonstruetion was finished these esbins were remodeled
83 reorestion homes for the workers,

Two more reservoirs sre being built in connection with the Power Works prqJjees,
The £irst,sgain,uses the natural layout of the ground in the immediate vieinity
o T, -
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of Batak Village, It will hold 300 million m’, Here too, 10g esbins are
sreated for the workers, The second reservoir, still under esonstruction,
will ‘be situnted at the foot of the mountein, near the emsll town of
Pazardehik, This 1ies st the lowest level, while the originel one lies st the
higheat, Thus sll together these form three steps. The situstion and con-
streiodion ¥rutheds@reservoirs shows, even to 8 lasymsn, that three power
stations ulgqrto be sontruoted,

Near the Vasil) Kolaroff Ressrvoir a 40,000 kw/H power ststlon is under con-
struction, The power stotion is seversl kilometers from the ressrvoir, The

water is conducted through underground tunnels to the power station snd fslls

4 meters per kilomster. Shortly before reaching the power station these tunnels
swerve suddenly and the weter 1s oonducted through wide conerete pipes with o

400 meter fsll to the turbines. The used woter is conducted further to @ reservoir
near Batik, hence by e 680 meter fall it 1s conducted to the second power ststion;
the cspesity of this one is 96,000 kw/H. The twice used water than 1s eondusted
to the third Power Station which will heve the smallest capscity of the thres.

Here the fall of the water before the turbines 1s 250 meters and the ceapeeisy
35,000 kw/H.

The water then will be conducted for irritntion purposes by yaW}y
spresd canal system,to the Jarge plsins lying amithe v t® Xhe ) .

The most difficult part of tha construction is the building of 8ll tunnels.

- The length of these (befors ¢nd after the three power stations} is sbout 12 lm,

These tunnels are ¢unstrucied with "windows" so thet nearby brooks osn slso be
sonducted into the system, thus iIncreasing grestly the smount of weter,

The comtf-uotion of tunnels and power stations was started only st ¢t (beginnlng
of 1953, .Severe cold acsused great difficulties, since no stores and’ dwelling

" houses were yet osvailable. They tried to mochanize the construction but Bulgerisn

‘industry 18 not yet up to such toska, Severol large machines heve arrived from
the USSR, ~a, . In fact,even the.Satellites hod to furnish some. J&;1s @
known faet that,lor instance,MAVAG (Hungorisn State Iron Works) shipped eompres-
sors from Budspest. FPurther Hungarian shipments sre expeoted.

The "Vasilj Kolsroff" projoct, the first step in this field should B‘rstbompleted
by 1956, Since Bulparis has not been preporedy elther in tha field of plamning
or eonstruction, all blueprintsucre mada \r %ho USSR and the execution of theae
plans 13 # $ask of the Soviets, ~+ thie USSR RRTTO LT OPR R SR W W L
8ary machinery. Shdpments oo e, N LIs bnu Loor 01 the peoples Democrocies.

Up to the present the following Gypes of mschinery were shipped from the Satellite
eountries; the’r quantity, however, ls not knouwu:

Drilling ond stone quarry machinery fron eastern "crmony

Loading trucks from Poland

Variocus motors and automobiles from Czechoslovakis

Compressors and pumps from Hungary.

Oh the whole nll scheduled norms were ochieved in the course of the eonstruction,
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